The speakers have brought to this topic a statistical analysis that previous studies have lacked.
As Dr Lodge Patch has said, the historical data gained from retrospective accounts cannot be taken as wholly reliable, but it is likely that there was probably even more early family disturbance than here admitted for in my own interviews with vagrants the memories of early life were often idealized whereas the facts were in direct contradiction. The schizophrenic far from being precipitated into his illness by the 'down-and-out' environment had more often already been cut off from family and friends when the illness commenced and, lacking their social support, began his drift down the social scale.
Historically there have been many studies of homeless men, largely anecdotal but all echoing George Orwell's quest in 'Down and Out in Paris and London' (1933) : 'I should like to understand what really goes on in the souls of plongeurs, tramps, and Embankment sleepers.' Henry Mayhew (1862) had written of the lodging-house population: 'They were persons naturally of an erratic and self-willed temperament objecting to the restraints of home and incapable of continuous application to any one occupation.' He continued: '. . . their condition was not due to drink nor to ignorance nor to the poor situation of their early lives.'
The population of homeless men has been much modified over the years by punitive suppression, welfare relief, social controls, and now medical intervention as the core group of mentally abnormal personalities becomes more prominent with the skimming off of the fringe groups which are often transitory and due to prevailing economic or social circumstances. This core are in Dr Lodge Patch's words 'men who cannot find a role in society' and whether they present as schizophrenic or as inadequate psychopaths is probably only a matter of degree in their inability to establish communicational links with society.
In this respect the finding in both studies that early family experience was defective is important and the paucity of marriages and lack of sexual contact follows understandably. I agree with Dr Lodge Patch that generalizations on homeless men must not be made. The reception centre level is different from the common lodging-house strata. These are important differences for they are the pointers to the different levels of personality integration encountered.
My feeling was that the lowest (reception centre) level contained more schizophrenics than the somewhat higher (common lodging-house) level where the alcoholics and psychopaths were prominent. This seems to be borne out by both of the present studies.
Whether the alcoholic vagrant is vagrant because he drinks or drinks because he is vagrant is asked by Dr Priest. On the whole alcoholism is not an overwhelming feature of homeless men and in a further reception centre survey (Glatt & Whiteley 1956) we found that the down-and-out drinker was similar in the superficial aspects of his alcoholic history to alcoholics from other sources, but was markedly inferior in his capacity to form interpersonal relationships and the biggest reason given for drinking to excess was that it was the only way he knew to establish contact with others.
I would not entirely agree with Dr Lodge Patch's conclusion that the many subgroups demand differing treatment approaches.
The common and basic factor is social isolation and that is what must be tackled rather than its expression in recidivism, alcoholism, schizophrenia, or persistent 'failure to maintain himself'. 'I keep meself to meself' is a frequent cry in the loneliness of the reception centre's crowded dining-hall.
Perhaps some form of long-standing therapeutic community may be the medium through which treatment can best be given. In Paris the Abbe Pierre set up a settlement in the Communaute Emmaus where the ragpickers were brought together in a corporate work and living situation.
In London the Simon Community at least attempts to face the problem against all odds.
Such an approach may be less tidy and spectacular than specialist intervention but it may be more realistic.
